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over to his own cause. He received from the towns
with whom he opened negotiations, the following
reply, which proves how perfected and tightly
secured were already the reciprocal engagements of
the League.

"The Hanseatic League," they said, "having
resolved on war, they must submit themselves to
that general resolution which bound them all."

The cackling geese whom Waldemar had despised
seemed to have grown into formidable eagles over-
night. Lordlings and princes too, many of whom
had private injuries to avenge, had joined the League
or promised their support. The Hansa had set up a
rival and successful king in Sweden, and it now
proposed nothing less than to dismember Denmark,
and to distribute its provinces to its own friends and
allies. It did not desire to retain possession of it.
It was ever its policy to restrict actual possessions,
but to seek that these should be as far as possible in
the hands of friends who would grant it the con-
cessions and privileges needful for commerce. Thus
could be applied to it what a Roman said of the
peoples he subjugated, " I do not ask for gold; I only
desire to rule over those who have gold." With this
difference, however, that the Hansa, without wishing
to conquer provinces, wished to draw to itself what-
ever profits could be found therein.

It was on the Sunday of Quasimodo, April 16,
1368, that all the Hansa ships were to meet in the
Sound for a combined attack on Zealand. The
Easter days approached. All Northern Germany
awaited anxiously the moment for the decisive